
Tsukuba Communiqué 
G7 Science and Technology Ministers’ Meeting in Tsukuba, Ibaraki 

15 ‐ 17 May 2016 

3: The Future of the Seas and Oceans: Toward Science‐Based Management, 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of the Oceans, Seas and Marine Resources 
 

In support of the achievement of the UN SDG14 and other relevant goals and of the 
objectives of related conventions, we support taking the following actions: 
i. Support the development of an initiative for enhanced global sea and ocean 

observation required to monitor inter alia climate change and marine 
biodiversity, e.g. through the Global Argo Network and other observation 
platforms, while fully sustaining and coordinating with ongoing observation; 

ii. Support an enhanced system of ocean assessment through the UN Regular 
Process to develop a consensus view on the state of the oceans, working to a 
regular timescale which would enable sustainable management strategies to be 
developed and implemented across the G7 group and beyond; 

iii. Promote open science and the improvement of the global data sharing 
infrastructure to ensure the discoverability, accessibility, and interoperability of 
a wide range of ocean and marine data; 

iv. Strengthen collaborative approaches to encourage the development of regional 
observing capabilities and knowledge networks in a coordinated and coherent 
way, including supporting the capacity building of developing countries; and 

v. Promote increased G7 political‐cooperation by identifying additional actions 
needed to enhance future routine ocean observations. 



Tsukuba Communiqué 
G7 Technical and Policy Experts Workshop in Southampton, UK 

29 Nov ‐ 1 Dec 2016 

• To achieve Action 1, experts suggest that the G7 agree that the initial primary 
policy drivers should be climate variability, sea-level and ecosystem 
health/biodiversity. Experts recommend that the G7 work together to attempt to 
establish the funding mechanisms that are essential to sustain and extend the 
existing global ocean observing system.  

• Experts also recommend the establishment of a G7 GOOS Implementation group 
to liaise with and support GOOS whilst coordinating enhancements to G7 
observing.  

• Experts recommend the development of a G7 strategy for extending observations 
focussed on the following priorities:  
– Biogeochemical Argo (BGC-Argo)  
– Deep Argo  
– Gliders in polar and boundary regions  
– Underway data (e.g. climate relevant data and CPR)  
– Sensor development (particularly biological/biogeochemical sensors)  
– Augmented observatories (to allow deeper investigation of marine biology)  
– GLOSS sea level network  
– Research vessels (including GO-SHIP)  

• Experts suggest that the first step to take this work forward should be for the G7 to 
develop road maps for the next five years for each high-priority area above.  

 



Next Steps 

• In advance of the next G7 Science ministers meeting 
in Italy (Sept 2017): 

– Developing a timetable to address each of the 5 action 
items 

– Lead country has been identified for each of the priority 
areas under Action 1 

– Drafting Action Plan for 6 month, 2 years & 5 years 

 


