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Global Argo Status 

Approaching 4000 … 
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Design 

Global Argo 
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Design 

Polar Extensions 
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Definitions 

Networks 

• Argo Core: float funded under Argo national program (without BGC 
sensors, not deep)  meeting Argo 3x3 requirements and best 
practices 

• Argo Equivalent: float not funded under Argo (without BGC 
sensors, not deep)  

• Argo BGC: any float with any BGC sensor  

• Argo Deep: any deep float  

• Argo Global ≈ 

  Argo Core + Argo Equivalent + Argo BGC + Argo Deep 

 

• Exceptions? 
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Definitions 

Basins 
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Definitions 

Performance Indicators defined for all JCOMMOPS networks 

Being defined for the integrated perspective (EOVs based, highlighting 

synergies e.g. GOSHIP/Argo deployments) 

http://argo.jcommops.org 
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Definitions 

Performance Indicators (Implementation) 

• Activity: operational units 
 

• Intensity: … of deployments/moving 12 
months window  (registered units) 
 

• Coverage: data spatial coverage 
– Yearly, Monthly 
– Number of well sampled 3°x3° design grid 

elements versus total (+ fraction of not fully 
sampled elements) 

 
• Available for different networks, sub-

networks, basins, regions, extensions, etc. 
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Definitions 

Performance Indicator: Coverage 

• Targets ? 



JCOMM in situ Observations Programme Support Centre – Argo Information Centre   March 2017 

Definitions 

Indicators targets 

• Based on the 3x3 design 

• Intensity = Activity / 4.11  (150 10-
days cycles) 

– Life expectancy (4 years) 

– Mortality Rate: 25% 

– Not in Marginal Seas (48%) 
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Definitions 

Targets (for performance indicators) 
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History & Practices 

Deployments & Logistics 
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History & Practices 

Deployments and national contributions 
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History & practices 

Charters: Kaharoa critical contribution to Argo 

balancing mecanism (Indian/Pacific) 
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Implementation Status 

15% of extras contributions (Equivalent/BGC/Deep) 
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Implementation Status 

Core Argo: still progressing …very slowly.  
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Implementation Status 

• Core Argo underfunded: 

– More partners/floats required 

– Or longer float lifetime 

 

• National, Industry, Civil Society 

– No results yet 
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Implementation Status 

Activity 

• Global Argo 101% 

• Core Argo 90% 
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Implementation Status 

Activity Trends 
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Implementation Status 

Coverage  
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Implementation Status 

Coverage Trends 
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Implementation Status 
Deployments & coverage hot spots 
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Implementation Status 

Density Maps (Operational Platforms) 
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Implementation Status 

Density Age (Operational and Decimal platforms) 
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Implementation Status 

Density/Age including Plans 
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Implementation Status 

Gaps 
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Implementation Status 

Intensity 
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Implementation Status 

Intensity Trends 
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Implementation Status 

Regional Perspectives 
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Implementation Status 

Regional Perspectives 
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Implementation Statius 

Regional perspectives: TPOS 
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Planning 

~600 deployment plans for 2017. Good! But can be improved 
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Planning 

Someone has been reading the report ! 

To be noted the very good planification of EU deployments through the activities 

of the EuroArgo Infrastructure. 
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Panning 

Gaps and Cruise Plans… 
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Conclusion 

• Argo is doing well but remains fragile 

• Core Argo needs more floats or will decrease 

• Instrument reliability offers optimistic 
perspectives – not equal 

• Multidsciplinary turn is slow and not fully 
contributing to the global design 

• International cooperation working well, 
« misbalance » in AO. 

• Optimization critical – planning and 
communication 

• Optimize spatial distribution: more floats or 
more ship time 
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Conclusion  

• Atlantic: all green. Few gaps central south. Intensity to be slow down 
to free up resources . Good for a few years. Planning near full. 
 

• Indian: fine. But intensity irregular. To be closely monitored. Planning 
50/100 
 

• Pacific: good but « alarm » raised. Old floats, low intensity. 
Challenge. Kaharoa on rescue. 500 units required. Half planned. 
 

• Southern: too low intensity. Design review will increase the effect. 90 
units required. 33 planned 
 

• Arctic: fine. 
 

• Marginal Seas: need more partners/interest 
 

• TPOS: 123/250 planned. attention. Getting old. Will decrease. 
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Conclusion 

• Argo doing well but there is room for improvement 

 

• Toolbox is ready and operational 

 

• Communication is required and coordination at the basin/regional 
level necessary 

 

• Use opportunities as far as possible and start to raise common ship 
time ressources. 

 

• Perspectives are optimistic (EU, China) 

 


