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Deployment in 2012 and Future Plan 

Korea Meteorological Administration (KMA) and Korea Institute of Ocean 
Science & Technology (KIOSTi) are involved in the International Argo 
Program since 2001. In 2012, KMA deployed additional 15 floats in the East 
Sea (10 floats) and southwestern region of Kamchatka peninsula (5 floats).  

KMA has a plan to deploy 16 floats in the Northwestern Pacific Ocean (5 
floats) and the East Sea (11 floats) in August 2013. One float equipped with 
DO sensor will be deployed in the East Sea. It is expected that KMA is able 
to increase float deployment. 

KIOST’s strategy regarding the Argo program is under revised in terms of 
contribution toward the global ocean observation. 
 
Status of Argo data management 

During Jan. - Dec. 2012, 2,617 R-files of KMA were sent to GDAC. 
National Fisheries Research and Development Institute (NFRDI)/Korea 

Oceanographic Data Center (KODC) is responsible for DMQC. 
NFRDI/KODC executed DMQC for 9,982 profiles (~73.7% of total profiles). 
 
Research and operational uses of Argo data 

KMA is developing an operational ocean forecasting system for the global 
ocean, co-working with UKMO. Last year, KMA successfully introduced 
NEMO/NEMOVAR system with a resolution of ORCA025L75. In 2013, 
KMA will develop pre-processing system for the ocean observation including 
Argo. After preparation of operating system, KMA will assess an effect of 
Argo data on its data assimilation system. 

Using Regionally Adapted Quality Control and the OI method, KMA 
generated gridded monthly temperature and salinity fields for the North 
Pacific Ocean (-30ºS ~ 60ºN) from Jan. 2004 to Dec. 2011. Currently, the 
verification of gridded fields is being carried out by comparison with 



WOA01, OI-SST, and CTD observations. Simultaneously, KMA works on 
global gridded T-S fields based on Argo data. 
 
Web pages 

KMA is maintaining the Argo Korea Web site. The URL is: 
 
http://argo.metri.re.kr/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                            
i From the First of July 2012, KORDI has changed its name to KIOST and 

takes the new step towards to be the world class ocean research institution 

by achieving the qualified outcomes from the research and education. 


